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CTC Source Protection Committee Meeting #03/09

April 7, 2009, Black Creek Pioneer Village

CVSPA Tier 2 Water Budget
Michael Garrett, Chair, CTC Ad Hoc Water Budget Working Group presented a report to the committee which reviewed the findings of the 2nd Ad Hoc Working Group meeting on the Credit Valley Source Protection Area (CVSPA) Tier 2 Water Budget Report which convened on March 31, 2009.  

The Working Group met to review refined stress classifications for Subwatershed 16 and revised delineation of Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas (SGRA) in the CVSPA.  

Subwatershed 16

The SPC accepted the Working Group’s recommendation that the refined stress calculation for subwatershed 16 remain ‘low’ and that further water budget analysis on this watershed for source water protection is not required at this time.  This stress calculation was recommended based on the analysis which indicated that under current and future scenarios stress calculations will remain below 10%, the provincial threshold for determining ‘moderate’ stress levels.

SGRA Mapping
The SPC accepted the Working Group’s recommendation that staff revise the approach to delineating SGRAs based on average recharge across the entire Credit River watershed.  This delineation was recommended for the CVSPA because it was seen to result in a more accurate representation of the overall geological and hydrological setting in the region.  SGRAs mapped by subwatershed were seen to result in many discontinuous areas and at too small a scale, and mapping by the upper, middle and lower subwatershed creates more discontinuous boundary problems than mapping at the whole watershed.

Terms of Reference

The committee directed staff to amend the Proposed Terms of Reference (TOR) Documents to identify the CTC Source Protection Committee as the lead for Source Protection Planning tasks previously left unassigned.  

Following discussions with MOE staff it is anticipated that the CTC will receive a letter from the Director requiring amendment to the TOR for source protection planning (SPP) tasks.  The committee had previously directed staff to wait until further provincial direction was received before assigning leads for these tasks.  However, for the TORs to be complete, these SPP tasks need to be assigned.  The committee directed staff to assign these tasks to the CTC SPC with an understanding of the time constraints presented in receiving municipal resolutions for taking a lead role on the SPP tasks.
Groundwater Vulnerability Analysis

Preliminary findings of Groundwater Vulnerability Analysis – Highly Vulnerable Aquifers (HVAs) were presented to the SPC for information.  Dr. Rick Gerber is completing the delineation of HVAs for the whole of the CTC region for the purpose of ensuring that land use activities on the surface do not result in the contamination of groundwater sources below.  The technical work delineating HVAs in the CTC Source Protection Region will be submitted for peer review by external experts and municipal technical staff in April 2009.  Upon completion of peer review this work will be presented to the CTC SPC for review and acceptance.
TRSPA Tier 1 Water Budget

Donald Ford, Project Lead, TRSPA presented an update on the progress of tiered water budget reports in the TRSPA.  The update highlighted that on March 23, 2009 the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) met with TRCA staff and confirmed that the Tier 1 Report meets most of the requirements for a Tier 2 Water Budget study, and should be issued as a combined Tier1/2 Water Budget Report.  It was also recommended that the proposed Tier 2 Study for the Little Rouge Subwatershed be elevated to a Tier 3 Study for the Whitchurch-Stouffville municipal water supply.
Permits to Take Water

Harald Schraeder, Operations Division, Ministry of the Environment, presented the committee with information on linkages between source water protection and the Permits to Take Water Program.  This presentation was made at the request of SPC members who wished to have a better understanding of how the two programs might affect each other.
Youth4Water Partnership – World Water Day

The committee received a presentation from Youth4Water staff Lauren Alcorn and Dagna  Pielaszkiewicz.  The CTC Source Protection Committee partnered with Youth4Water on March 21, 2009 to host “It Starts With a Drop”, a youth forum on source water protection.  This forum offered youth an opportunity to speak with SPC members and learn more about the role different stakeholders play in source water protection.

As part of this initiative the CTC SPC and Youth4Water developed a 10’X20’ mural which was revealed on March 21, 2009, in advance of World Water Day 2009.  This mural was presented to over 70 members of the CTC public with information about the ongoing source water protection work in the region.  This large mural represents Toronto’s relation to its drinking water source, is meant to dwarf the viewer and force them to confront the importance of Lake Ontario to our communities.  The committee was supportive of these initiatives and encouraged staff to pursue future opportunities with Youth4Water.
Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, May 26, 2009

Tennis Canada - Rexall Centre
1 Shoreham Dr
**Meeting summaries are not an official record of SPC meetings.  For the official record refer to the approved meeting minutes which will be found at www.ctcswp.ca** after committee approval
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