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Anatomy of a Systemic 
.ǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴΧΦcontinued 

ÅMaintenance of wells 

ÅOperator training 

ÅFalsification of records 

ÅPublic Utilities Commission 

ÅMinistry of Environment 

 



Anatomy of a Systemic 
.ǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴΧΦΦcontinued 

ÅLocal Health Unit 

ÅPrivate Laboratory 

ÅWater main construction 

ÅSpills Action 

ÅGovernment of Ontario - 11 separate warnings 

ÅVoluntary compliance 

ÅRisk management 



THE COST OF GETTING IT WRONG 

ÅExperts suggest up to 15% of population may 
suffer Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. 

ÅLoss of business to other communities.  

ÅMunicipal insurance 3 times average cost. 

ÅCuts to MOE $40 million. 

ÅCost of tragedy $150 million. 

ÅOngoing illness. 



The economic costs of the Walkerton Water Crisis ς Dr. J Livernois for Walkerton Inquiry. 



CONSEQUENSES OF ILLNESS 

ÅHemolytic Urea Syndrome 

ÅIrritable Bowel Syndrome 

ÅReactive Arthritis 

ÅPost Traumatic Stress Syndrome 

ÅHigh blood Pressure 

ÅDiabetes 









HOW CLOSE MUST 
ILLNESS COME BEFORE WE ACT? 

ÅWoman with IBS. 

ÅMan with reactive arthritis. 

ÅYoung boy with gout symptoms. 

ÅMan with diabetes and high blood pressure. 

 




